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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 BEIRUT 3840 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PERP MARR MOPS LE SY IS 

SUB J : REMARKS OF ADF COMMANDER SAMI KHATIB ON CURRENT SITUATION 

1 . SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO ADF "COMMANDER" SAMI KHATIB, "IF 
ASSAD FALLS IN ASHRAFIYAH, HE WILL FALL IN DAMASCUS." THE 
SYRIANS HAVE NOT POSED ANY EXPLICIT CONDITIONS FOR ENDING THE 
FIGHTING AND HAVE ISSUED STRICT ORDERS TO THEIR TROOPS NOT TO 
FIRE UNLESS THEY ARE UNDER DIRECT GROUND ATTACK. THE 
CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO PROVOKE THE SYRIANS, WHO HAD 
SUFFERED 30-31 KILLED AND 70-80 WOUNDED IN THE FIGHTING SO 

FAR. KHATIB DENIED EMPHATICALLY THAT HOSPITALS WERE SYRIAN 
TARGETS. HE ALSO SAID THAT TWO OR THREE ISRAELI SHIPS HAD 
RECENTLY ARRIVED IN JUNIYAH WITH MILITARY SUPPLIES. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOFFS CALLED ON ADF COMMANDER SAMI KHATIB AT HIS HOME IN 
HASMIYAH AFTERNOON OF JULY 9. (EMBOFFS MADE TRIP VIA 
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ADF HEADQUARTERS NEAR MUSEUM. STREETS OF EAST BEIRUT 
WERE DEVOID OF VEHICULAR OR PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC, AND 
MOST BUILDINGS SHOWED NO SIGNS OF HABITATION AT ALL - A 
VIVID CONTRAST TO BUSTLING SCENE AT SAME HOUR IN 
STREETS OF BASTA.) KHATIB SAID THE FOLLOWING: 

3. ASSAD COULD NOT AFFORD TO LOSE IN ASHRAFIYAH. "IF 
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HE FALLS IN ASHRAFIYAH, HE WILL FALL IN DAMASCUS." THE 
SYRIANS HAVE "TO MY KNOWLEDGE" NOT POSED ANY EXPLICIT 
CONDITIONS FOR ENDING THE FIGHTING, SUCH AS THE RIGHT 
TO DEPLOY THEIR TROOPS ANYWHERE IN LEBANON. KHATIB SAID 
THAT SYRIANS ARE PREPARED IN PRINCIPLE TO ABANDON CERTAIN 
SENSITIVE AREAS. AS THEY HAD DONE TWO MONTHS AGO AT 
JUNIYAH. BUT THEY WOULD NOT ACT IN THE FACE OF PUBLIC 
DEMANDS TO THAT EFFECT. IT MUST BE DONE QUIETLY, OR NOT 
AT ALL. 

4. THE SYRIANS HAVE ISSUED STRICT ORDERS TO 

THEIR TROOPS NOT TO FIRE UNLESS THEY ARE UNDER DIRECT 
GROUND ATTACK. THE CHRISTIANS DO NOT WANT TO END THE 
FIGHTING. CHRISTIAN MILITIA CONTINUE TO PROVOKE THE 
SYRIANS. FOR EXAMPLE, DANY CHAMOUN HAD CALLED TO 
COMPLAIN THAT ONE MILITIAMAN HAD BEEN KILLED ON JULY 7 
BY SYRIANS. IN RESPONSE, FOUR SYRIANS HAD BEEN KILLED BY 
MILITIAMEN. 

5. LEBANESE FRONT MOTIVATIONS. KHATIB SAID THAT IN 

HIS PERSONAL OPINION CAMILLE CHAMOUN WANTED TO DIE IN 
OFFICE AS PRESIDENT, IF NECESSARY OF A "REPUBLIC OF 
ASHRAFIYAH." BACHIR GEMAYEL WOULD BE HIS PRIME MINISTER 
AND EVENTUAL SUCCESSOR. AND PIERRE GEMAYEL? KHATIB SAID 
PIERRE WOULD PLAY THE ROLE OF MAO TSE TUNG. 
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6. KHATIB SAID THAT CAMILLE CHAMOUN WAS REFUSING TO 
CALL ON PRESIDENT SARKIS AT BAABDA. REMARKING ON 
ALLEGATIONS THAT THIS WAS BECAUSE OF LACK OF SECURITY, 

KHATIB SAID THIS LINE OF EXPLANATION WAS ABSURD, SINCE HE 
COULD MAKE AVAILABLE ON SHORT NOTICE, IF NECESSARY, A 
THOUSAND TROOPS TO PROTECT THE FORMER PRESIDENT. 

7. IT WAS UNCERTAIN HOW LONG THE SYRIANS COULD 
CONTINUE TO HOLD THEIR FIRE IN THE FACE OF CHRISTIAN 
PROVOCATIONS. SYRIANS HAD TWO SNIPERS PER PLATOON, 

WHOSE ONLY TASK WAS TO FIRE AT ENEMY SNIPERS. THERE WAS 
NO TRUTH TO CHRISTIAN ALLEGATIONS THAT THE SYRIANS 
WERE SNIPING AT CIVILIANS. THE SYRIANS WERE INITIATING 
SNIPING AT NOBODY (BY IMPLICATION, UNDER CURRENT ORDERS) AND, 
FOR EXAMPLE, DID NOT EVEN FIRE AT A PHALANGE 

VEHICLE ARMED WITH A MACHINE GUN WHICH CROSSED 
THE BEIRUT RIVER BRIDGE ALONG THE COAST ROAD. 
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8. KHATIB SAID SYRIANS HAD SUFFERED 30-31 KILLED AND 

70-80 WOUNDED IN THE FIGHTING SO FAR. WHEN EMBOFFS REMARKED 
WE HAD HEARD PHALANGIST VOICE OF LEBANON 
REPORT THAT CHRISTIAN MILITIA 

HAD SUFFERED ONLY FOUR KILLED. KHATIB GRANTED THAT THIS 
MIGHT BE TRUE. HE SAID THE MILITIA OFTEN FIRED AT THE 
SYRIANS FROM APARTMENT BUILDINGS AND THEN FLED, SO THAT 
WHEN THE SYRIANS RESPONDED, CIVILIANS WERE THE 
PRINCIPAL VICTIMS. 

9. SYRIAN FIRE AT HOSPITALS. KHATIB DENIED EMPHATICALLY 
THAT HOSPITALS WERE SYRIAN TARGETS. ON ALLEGATIONS 

THAT HOTEL DIEU HOSPITAL HAD RECEIVED VERY HEAVY ARTILLERY 
FIRE, HE NOTED SYRIANS THEMSELVES HAD OFTEN 
MADE USE OF HOSPITAL, BUT, HE SAID, SYRIAC 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEARBY HAD BEEN 

PARTICULARLY HOSTILE, AND HAD OFTEN FIRED ON SYRIAN 
COMPANY IN MUSEUM AREA. SYRIAN COMPANY HAD CALLED IN 
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ARTILLERY FIRE IN RESPONSE. SOME ROUNDS HIT HOSPITAL. 

BUT IT ABSOLUTELY WAS NOT THE TARGET. 

10. HE COMMENTED ON EXTREME DIFFICULTY OF USING 
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ARTILLERY IN A CITY, AND SAID THAT SYRIANS AT ONE 
POINT HAD FIRED MUCH ARTILLERY AT LEBANESE FRONT 
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS IN QARANTINA, BUT ONLY A FEW 
ROUNDS HIT THE TARGET. SYRIANS HAD NO ARTILLERY 
SPOTTERS IN THAT AREA AND REALLY HAD NO IDEA WHERE 
ROUNDS LANDED. 

1 1 . KHATIB OBSERVED THAT IF ISRAELI AIRCRAFT 
INTERVENED OVER LEBANON, SYRIAN PLANES WOULD ENGAGE 
THEM; OTHERWISE, "IT WOULD BE A BIG DEFEAT FOR SYRIA." 

ANY ISRAELI INTERVENTION CARRIED THE RISK OF A 
GENERAL SYRIAN/ISRAELI WAR, KHATIB SAID. 

12. ISRAELI ARMS SHIPMENTS. KHATIB SAID THAT TWO OR THREE 
ISRAELI SHIPS HAD ARRIVED RECENTLY AT NIGHT IN VICINITY 
OF JUNIYAH. SHIPMENTS INCLUDED VARIOUS KINDS OF 
AMMUNITION, ARTILLERY PIECES, ROCKETS AND ANTI-TANK 
MISSILES. SO MUCH STUFF HAD ARRIVED, THAT PHALANGE WAS 
HAVING DIFFICULTY FINDING PLACES TO HIDE IT ALL. 

PARKER 
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